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Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
When I was younger I worried about what to do with my life.  I asked God to show me and I did not have a flaming bush experience.  But He has shown us all what to do with our life.  I hope that it is clear from the previous letters that what we are to do is to serve Him as faithfully as we can.  When all branches of choice appear to us we must always just choose the path that will most glorify Him and not be so concerned about us.  Our only ambition is to be pleasing to Him and we will be fulfilled.  If you have younger children in your family please let them know the preceding two lessons and this brief conclusion.  May God bless you all with a continuing revelation of Himself through His Word.
Now continuing along this path of how to live life, let’s think about how all of us should be reacting to the world.  I said in my SS class one day that we all must learn to judge every event in our lives by a comparison of its importance to us when we are in eternity.  Now some wanted to know what I meant by that comment and that is a good question.  I remember hearing one time that some people were so heavenly minded that they were of no earthly good.  But the way that Christians should live every second of every day is to be thinking of ourselves as being judged after death and of our home in heaven.  Indeed our worldly home is not our true home: 

Phil 3:18 “For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ,

Phil 3:19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things.

Phil 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;

Phil 3:21 who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.

Phil 4:1 Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, so stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.”
Since our citizenship is now in heaven we are aliens here.  All that is here will one day pass away but our real home is safe forever.

2Cor 4:17 “For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,

2Cor 4:18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.”
I coined two phrases based upon 2 Cor 4:18: Positional Reality and Functional Reality.  My positional reality is that my mind is on the things at infinity as I know that the promise of God is sure and one day I will be there and all that is here will be gone.  This positional reality allows me to face the troubles of each day with a fresh outlook and helps me solve the troubles in a way that will please the Lord.  The functional reality concept helps me not to become so heavenly minded that I am of no earthly good for I know that the things of this world do have an existence in the time in which I am living.  I do not say that the car does not exist so I can just go ahead and walk into it!  I use my understanding of these two realities to help me face the worldly troubles as a child of God.  We also must remember that we are in this arena together with other Christians:
Gal 6:2 “Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.”

Gal 6:5 “For each one shall bear his own load.”

Are these verses contradicting each other?  No.  To understand the meaning of these verses we must know the difference between a load and a burden.  A load is what we can carry with the best of our abilities.  A load becomes a burden when it becomes more than we can bear alone.  

Let me try to wrap up the above with the following: 
1. Face life knowing that our existence here is temporary and our true home is in heaven.  
2. Solve every problem with the proper perspective of the true importance of the problem.  
3. Be alert for brothers and sisters in Christ whose loads are becoming a burden and reach out and help them.  
4. Let your positional reality affect your reaction to items which belong to functional reality.  
When I faced a problem at work, I had a saying: “it is not nuclear war.”  I was trying to get people to understand that the problem was not the worst thing that could happen to us and we should put it into perspective as we solve it.  But as a Christian we should consider that as a child of God we have all of His resources available for every problem and even a real nuclear war is not an insurmountable problem.  There is never a reason for us to panic.

